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R I TA

3 billion people
(or 1 in 4) lack basic
handwashing facilities
with soap and water.

785 million people
(10% of the world’s
population) don’t have clean
water close to home and have
to walk long distances to fetch
and drink dirty water.

26% of health care facilities
in developing countries lack
basic water services.

Improving access to water and handwashing facilities are vital defences
against Covid-19. In March 2020, we launched Tap Twinning as an urgent
appeal in response to the pandemic, to help poorer communities protect
themselves from coronavirus.

BANGLADESH

N I G AT WA

ETHIOPIA

For the people of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh,
Covid-19 poses a huge threat. Rita’s family are
street-traders who live in a village near the
overcrowded Rohingya refugee camps, and
have seen their income dry up completely
due to lockdown. They have no way of
affording the hygiene items they need. So
our partners are supporting the refugees
and host communities with vital health and
hygiene advice and supplies such as soap,
hand sanitiser and detergent. They’ve also
installed community washing facilities.

Mother-of-three Nigatwa has been part of a
self-help group in Adama, Ethiopia, for years,
and this group has helped her and other
women set up successful small businesses
and turn their lives around.

N YAY I A N

NIKUZE

Nigatwa’s group have pulled together and
are using their network and influence to
distribute soap and sanitisers and help spread
the vital public health messages that Tap
Twinning partners are sharing with them.

Across the world, we are sharing essential public health and hygiene information, setting up
handwashing stations, providing hygiene products such as soap, and improving communities’
access to water.
HOW IT WORKS

£60

Twin with a tippy tap
For a £60 donation, you can twin with a
simple handwashing station in a
vulnerable community.

You can Twin your Tap with:

Get a certificate
Display your framed certificate by a tap. It
features the photo of a household’s ‘tippy tap’
which enables them to wash their
hands regularly.

DRC
Ethiopia
Guatemala
Malawi
Nepal
Uganda

Handwashing saves lives
Hand hygiene is the single most effective
way to stop the spread of infection generally,
and handwashing with soap is a key defence
against Covid-19. When you twin your tap,
your donation helps make handwashing
possible even in water-stressed communities.

SOUTH SUDAN

Tearfund is running a feeding programme
in Motot, South Sudan, in response to the
ongoing food crisis there.
Nyayian is a volunteer who has been fully
trained in Covid-19 prevention – including
spotting symptoms, handwashing
techniques, physical distancing and maskwearing. She is now passing on this vital
information to everyone who comes to the
centre for food and during the home visits
she makes in outlying villages.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

From childhood, Nikuze used to walk 4km to
collect water for her family in Kabaya, DRC.
Over the years, different organisations have
promised a borehole for her community, but
none has ever materialised.
So when Tearfund installed a pump in her
village, it was like a ‘miracle’. She and her
neighbours have also been taught about
hygiene and the importance of handwashing.
The region has lived through the threat
of Ebola and now they are dealing with
Covid-19, so having access to safe water and
hygiene education is vital.

Tearfund’s global
response to
Covid-19

In the first phases of Tearfund’s Covid-19 response, the focus was on spreading
vital public health information about how to prevent the spread of the virus.
Through the launch of Tap Twinning in March, appeal funds have enabled
partners to work closely with community leaders to do this, through all means
possible: from social media to radio broadcasts, from leaflets to loudspeaker
announcements. They have also distributed hygiene products such as soap,
and improved people’s access to water.
Based on learning from the Ebola crisis, partners have worked closely with pastors and other
faith leaders to spread information and advice. This is vital where fear and superstition fuel
misinformation and rumours such as the virus being ‘caused by witchcraft’.

What we’ve been doing

All of Tearfund’s partners in more than 50 countries are being helped to respond to coronavirus.
To date, Tearfund has made grants to partners totalling more than £2 million.

Recently, Tap Twinning has helped fund:
	A church-run project in Burundi that will
train people to make masks that they can
sell and earn a living from.

1 million

*

people reached with
public health advice

17,560

*

hygiene and sanitation
products distributed

*Correct as at 1 September 2020

66,000

*

personal hygiene
messages distributed

220

	A project in the Sud Est region of
Haiti, where infection rates are high,
distributing ‘tippy taps’ and hygiene kits
to vulnerable families. (Go to
vimeo.com/453969635 and show this film
from Haiti so your church can see how we’re
responding to Haiti’s inadequate health
systems, lack of water and sanitation, and
lack of effective communication networks).

	A project providing vulnerable
households in Lubango, Angola, with
bleach, buckets and soap, as well as
hygiene information and food.
	Work in the Central Asian States to
support vulnerable households and
young people who have recently
left orphanages, by providing health
information, food and medicines.
	Collaborations with local radio stations
in Liberia to develop programmes about
preventing the spread of Covid-19
and addressing the increased threat of
domestic violence.

*

water stations
installed

Clean water, a decent toilet and hygiene education are a vital trio that work together to help
end generational poverty. When you choose to twin your tap or your toilet, your donation
helps fund water and sanitation programmes in some of the world’s poorest communities.

One of the Bible verses
most often quoted by
Martin Luther King
was Amos 5:24:
‘But let justice roll
down as waters, and
righteousness as a
mighty stream.’
Water is powerfully symbolic in the Bible.
Living in the desert, the Israelites’ relationship
with water was intensely narrated in the
Old Testament. Water is life, right from the
first day of creation (Genesis 1:2): an everpresent companion of humankind. It’s also a
representation of the divine, the Living Water.
Most of the Hebrew prophets made the point
that what God wants is justice and right living.
God is not interested in empty rituals if they’re
not accompanied by righteous living (Isaiah
58). God calls us to live in a way that upholds
the rights of the poor and loosens the chains
of injustice (verse 6).

Covid-19 is hitting the poorest people
hardest across the world – because they
are least protected. They lack the water
they need for handwashing, a vital defence
against infection. Lockdowns have destroyed
livelihoods overnight, especially for casual
labourers, leaving people unable to earn a
living or feed their families. Crumbling health
systems mean the number of intensive care
beds and ventilators is woefully inadequate:
at the start of the pandemic, Central African
Republic had just three ventilators for a
population of 4.7 million. The statistics for
confirmed cases and recorded deaths in a
country such as Yemen may look low, but
testing is minimal in that wartorn country.
Its people are also facing famine and a major
cholera outbreak.
Covid-19 has laid bare the inequalities in our
world. How do we respond? If we choose
righteousness, and take a stand against
injustice, we become a place of provision and
blessing, a ‘well-watered garden, like a spring
whose waters never fail’ (Isaiah 58:11).
Martin Luther King said: ‘Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.’ Do we dare
ask God to point out the things in our lives
that are unjust?

If you are planning a harvest service that includes a
Tap Twinning appeal or an update on our Covid-19
response, please find more resources on the ‘Churches’
page of our website:

1 	An updated PowerPoint that gives an

overview of Tearfund’s coronavirus response
made possible through Tap Twinning
2 	A film of Ekyoci in DRC showing how a ‘tippy

tap’ works: https://vimeo.com/399662897
3 	A film from our Haiti Country Director Marc

If you would like a speaker for an online
service, please get in touch with Sarah at
sarah.suddrey@toilettwinning.org or call
0300 321 3217. It may well be possible
to arrange a live Q&A with a Tap Twinning
representative as part of a Sunday service or
mid-week prayer meeting.

Antoine explaining why ‘tippy taps’ are
a simple, key defence against Covid-19:
https://vimeo.com/453969635

You can donate, and order your Tap Twinning certificates,
via our website, at: toilettwinning.org/twin-your-toilet

‘The Lord will guide you always;
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
and will strengthen your frame.
You will be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring whose waters never fail.’
Isaiah 58:11

0300 321 3217
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